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Character Analysis: Sammy from A&P 
The society is surrounded and defined by morals and beliefs which govern how people react to different stimuli in their environment. However, despite these governing factors, people are at the liberty of defining their reactions to various issues in society. Consequently, any choice made by an individual in society is followed by consequences, either positive or negative. This is the case of Sammy, who opts to quit his job once what he stands for is defiled by his boss, Lengel, who manages the store, where Sammy works. More so, based on Sammy's actions in response to how his boss treats the girls at the store, it is apparent that Sammy is a selfless individual on matters related to morals and ethics.
Sammy's observations display him as a very keen and observant individual. He is enthusiastic about the happenings around him, including the store where he works, his overall community, his boss Lengel, and the customers who visit the store. Sammy describes his community as one that actively has sewer problems, and people dress based on what makes them feel comfortable without a care in the world. He also acknowledges the presence of people who have not been to the beach in a while (Updike 2). Moreover, Sammy also understands all the sections in the store in detail since he knows the specific locations of his fellow workers. He also understands the particular times when the store is empty, especially on Thursdays (Updike 3). Sammy also observes every customer that comes in the store, especially the girls who enter wearing bathing suits in their town where there is no beach. This is apparent in the way; he describes each of them in detail about their suits and hair color (Updike 1). Lastly, Sammy observes Lengel through his behaviors since he mentions that he stays at his office and his reactions to the girls dressed in bathing suits (Updike 3).
Throughout the story, Sammy is keen to observe how the society has molded people to react and respond to situations in a specific way and offers his views from his observation point until he decides to take action. Thus, this affects the reader's opinion positively since he appears to be aware of these occurrences, and he responds to one of them by quitting his job. Before quitting his job, Sammy recounts the relationship between his parents and the manager, Lengel, and how he's expected by society to respect it and keep working through any situation. More so, once the girls wearing bathing suits enter the store, Sammy identifies them since their dressing is different from what the society ethics considers to be appropriate for shopping, which then affects his concentration (Updike 1). He further explains how the rest of the people in the store are startled to see these girls, including his co-worker McMahon (Updike 3). He finally responds to all these observations when his boss, Lengel, interrogates the girls referring to their dressing as indecent. More so, Lengel relates the perception of dressing decently as one of the store's policies, which is not true based on Sammy's knowledge (Updike 4).
The whole scenario that results from Lengel interrogating the girls about their dressing in front of everyone in the store compels Sammy to quit his job. Based on his observations, the people in his community dress best based on what they consider comfortable. Therefore, the girls, as described by Sammy, are covered in bathing suits and do not seem bothered until everyone in the store diverts their concentration. Consequently, it is apparent that since the society does not consider bathing suits as descent dressing, as Lengel points out, everyone else goes along with Lengel's conclusion (Updike 4). Lengel goes ahead even to point out the specific locations within which a bathing suit is considered appropriate, for he points out that the store is not the beach. However, the girls try to explain when asked about their dressing, although this does not influence Lengel's understanding (Updike 3). As a result, Lengel continues to persist, emphasizing on the store not being a beach which attracts attention affecting the girls' confidence. Sammy considers this unethical since the girls end up being embarrassed in front of everyone in the store, which results in his resignation.
In conclusion, Sammy is selfless when in situations that he considers related to sound morals and ethics. Throughout the story, he observes all the occurrences around him and how society considers some things morally right and others wrong. Sammy also considers the specific expectations required of him by the community, especially in his job. However, he decides to stand with what he considers ethical when he calls out his boss, Lengel, on embarrassing girls due to their dressing, not being what he considers decent dressing. As a result, he suffers the consequences of his decision, including losing his job.
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